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I trust you and yours were able to enjoy the break; all refreshed, keen and
have that green tick ready to display when required.

Yes, Covid restrictions will still be with us; however, if we don’t start dreaming
and planning, then we won’t progress. Now is the time for progress which
needs input from everyone and constantly. (a notation from our previous President)
Training Programmes are ready to roll out with the prospect of commencing
when the Regulations permit.

Social Events

Many requests have been received for our Trainers to fulfil. Our “Coffee and
Chat” mornings have been approved to continue at Norths’. Our Friday Lunches have been a wonderful opportunity to enjoy each others’ company and to
personally share our hiccups with Technology and its’ use.
Following many visitations to the University, I am pleased to let you know that
the Ipswich Campus has supplied us with all new Computers, each equipped
with pop-up Cameras ready to learn about how to set up Zoom at home.

Lunches
February - Commercial Hotel
Redbank; Friday 18th @12.
Members’ meals $12.50
March - Brothers (Raceview)
Friday 18th @12. Seniors
meals $13

25 years is a significant milestone for we SeniorNetters. How can we celebrate these achievements over these past 25yrs? Can anybody contribute any
SeniorNet material for a “show and tell” at a Norths’ “Coffee and chat” morning?
Continue to enjoy SeniorNet.
John McVeigh
President

Just Friends Social Group
Sunday 13th February
Lunch at Durack Tavern.
Meet 12 noon. Meals $12.

Sunday 20th February
Lunch at Casa Mia, Raceview.
Meet 12 noon. Meals from $15.

Sunday 27th February

Sunday 27th March

Bus trip to Queen Mary Falls
Pass through Killarney to view Daggs
Falls on the way to Queen Mary falls.
Buy lunch at the Killarney Hotel
(meals from $15). The fare is $35.
Pickup time 8.20am Redbank Plaza.

Bus trip to Numinbah Valley
Travel up the beautiful valley to the
Natural Arch glow-worm cave. Then
lunch at the Murwillumbah RSL. Inclusive of lunch the trip will cost $50.
Pickup Redbank Plaza 8.00am

Just Friends is not affiliated to SeniorNet. The Editor organises group activities. Ring on 3389 2950 for information
Sponsors: The University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich City Council,
the Queensland Government and Microsoft.
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Tech Talk
Need a computer?
Often when asked to work on computers, the requirement is to upgrade some component. The older part is still
fine, the client just wants something newer. After a time, these older components build up in the workshop and
eventually I have enough to put together a complete computer using these older parts. These ‘refurbished’ computers work perfectly well for most basic tasks and may be useful to those who need to replace a computer but
cannot afford something brand new.
I have three refurbs in the workshop which I need to move out to make some room. They are all running Windows
10 and have a full suite of free software installed. I am pricing them between $75 and $150 (ONO) depending on
configuration and age. With the new school year starting they could be useful as homework computers for basic
school tasks. Note: computer only; no monitor, keyboard or mouse.

I also have an older Dell computer which is a giveaway. It works but it is slow and no longer terribly useful. Could
be of use to a grandchild who is becoming interested in computers and wants to tinker.
I don’t want to turn the newsletter into a buy and sell market so if there is any interest, please email me directly
(infoten4306@gmail.com) to discuss your needs.
Phil Buchanan
The question of this offer of Phil’s was discussed by Committee. We agreed that given he is a long-standing
member of SeniorNet it was appropriate for publicising in the Newsletter. - Ed

Sponsors: The University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich City Council,
the Queensland Government and Microsoft.
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Whatever happened to optical drives?
If you have been in the market for a new computer lately, you may have found it harder to purchase one which has
an optical drive built-in. An optical drive is one which can read and write CDs and DVDs. It is still possible to get one
with a desktop computer but they have all but disappeared from laptops.
The rise of streaming services for video and music and a desire to make laptops lighter and thinner have seen the
demise of the once ubiquitous internal optical drive.
If you still have a collection of discs you would like to play on your computer, it is possible to purchase an external
optical drive. This is quite convenient to use. It only requires power from USB (no crawling around looking for a
power point) and can play and burn CDs and DVDs just like an internal drive. It may also be a solution if your internal drive breaks and you don’t want to go to the expense of having it repaired/replaced.
These external drives can be a bit expensive to purchase locally (around $80) but you should be able to get one for
$30-$40 if you shop around.
Phil Buchanan

Keeping up to date
Many companies release new versions of their software each year and it can be time consuming and expensive if
you always want the latest version. If you are happy with your current version, it is not necessary to always have
the latest and greatest unless it has features you need.
However, it is also not a good idea to allow your software to become too old.
Microsoft have a ten year life cycle for their products. That is, the product is supported for ten years from release
after which time Microsoft consider it ‘end of life’ and no longer provide any support nor offer any guarantee that it
will continue to work with newer versions of other programs or versions of Windows.
Normally you can get away with not worrying too much about the life cycle but it does eventually reach a point that
you really need to consider an upgrade. Office 2003, 2007 and 2010 have all gone end of life (2013, 2017 and 2020
respectively). While they do still work with Windows 10 (and if your needs are modest probably still work well
enough) there are no guarantees there will not be glitches and security problems. The longer a program has been
end of life the greater the chance that problems will arise.
Recently heard of someone with a problem in Outlook related to an invalid security certificate. They were using
Office 2007 which went end of life in 2017. I strongly suspect the root cause is the age of Outlook. It is likely that
something has been updated which Outlook 2007 no longer recognises and that is the source of the error.
You do not need to update every time a new version is released, nor do you need to rush out and buy something
immediately when a product goes end of life. But it is a sign that the time has come to consider your options and
begin making steps to upgrade to something newer to avoid problems in your future.
Phil Buchanan
Editor’s Note: Prior to Office 2007 a totally different data file structure was employed. Since then additional
features have been supported within the *.docx, *.xlxs, *.pptx structure; you may find that capabilities in early version files will not be precisely followed in newer versions of Office.
The File➔ Info command may offer a Convert button to bring the structure to current standards.

Sponsors: The University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich City Council,
the Queensland Government and Microsoft.
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Norton Pop-ups
Some users of Norton antivirus products have been reporting an increase in pop-up notifications for new deals and
extra features (at a price of course). Long term users have been reporting this seems to have only started recently.
In August 2021, Norton and Avast announced a merger of the two companies. Pop-up notifications in the free version of Avast were common: encouraging you to purchase the paid version. Many people saw this as the ‘cost’ of
using a piece of free software and so were not too troubled by it. However, if you are paying for something (there is
no free version of Norton) then the use of pop-up advertising is not welcome.
Open Norton and go to Settings, then go to Administrative Settings. There are a lot of things here which can be
changed but the one we want is down the bottom. Scroll down until you see Special Offer Notification. Click on the
slider switch to turn this off. That should reduce (at this stage I am not sure that it will completely stop) the popups.
I have no information on whether this change is a result of the merger with Avast or there is some other reason. I
do know that there are a lot of unhappy customers who do not want to be bombarded with ads by a product they
are paying for. Time will tell whether Norton reverses their current position.
Phil Buchanan
I was one of the discontented users Phil cites. I will certainly implement his recommendations. Ed.

A Tale of Two Outlooks
For a long time Microsoft has produced an email program called Outlook. It is usually packaged as part of the Microsoft Office suite (Word, Excel, Powepoint, etc). You can use the Outlook program to access any email account.
Microsoft also provides an online email service. Over the years, Microsoft has provided many email services: Hotmail, Live, MSN, etc. If you have created an email account with one of these services, your email address (after the
@) will have one of these names. A few years back, Microsoft decided to rationalise all these services and collapse
them all into one new service.
And this is where the confusion starts…
This new service they decided to call outlook.com. This is an online service accessed by your web browser (Edge,
Firefox, Chrome, etc).
So if you have a problem with your email, you need to know whether you are using the Outlook program or the
outlook.com service. One is a program on your computer and the other is a service accessed via a web browser. In
day to day use it is not necessary to differentiate but when things go wrong, it is important to know which you are
using so appropriate help can be given.
Phil Buchanan

Sponsors: The University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich City Council,
the Queensland Government and Microsoft.
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Potty History
Ancient Olympic Games
There has been recent diplomatic activity about the Winter Olympic Games in China, centred around suggestions
of Chinese oppression against its Uighur minority. Following a hint in the Guardian newspaper I decided to see if
the sort of shenanigans, common in the the modern Games, occurred in the original Games.
The ancient Olympic Games were athletic competitions held in
honour of Zeus and started about 776 BC. The games were held
every four years, or Olympiad. They continued to be celebrated
when Greece came under Roman rule, and the last recorded celebration was in AD 393.
The ancient Olympics had fewer events than the modern games,
and only freeborn Greek men (see Nero below) were allowed to
participate, although there were victorious women chariot owners.
If they met the entrance criteria, athletes from any Greek citystate and kingdom were allowed to participate. The games were
always held at Olympia rather than moving between different locations as is the practice with the modern Olympic Games. The statue of Zeus at Olympia (shown on the right) which was their equivalent of the Olympic Flame was counted as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. The prizes for the victors were olive leaf
wreaths or crowns (though successful entrants, just as today,
would get accolades and monetary rewards when they arrived
home).

During the celebration of the games, an Olympic truce was announced so that athletes and religious pilgrims could
travel from their cities to the games in safety. In theory any inter (city) state war should be paused (just like in Korea now); but the games became a political tool used by city-states to assert dominance over their rivals. Politicians would announce political alliances at the games, and in times of war, priests would offer sacrifices to the
gods for victory. Because running the games was an honour, the city occasionally was taken over by rivals who
wanted the glory. For example, in 364 B.C. the regular organizers lost control of the games after being invaded. To
get revenge, they attacked the games' new organizers in the middle of a wrestling match. There was a pitched
battle inside the sanctuary, with archers up on the temples, but the fans took it in their stride. They stopped
watching the wrestling match and instead watched the battle, applauding as if these were opposing teams at an
AFL match.
In the worst excess the Emperor Nero, who was as Greek as Silvio Berlusconi, moved the games date from 65 AD to
67 AD since he had an imperial tour of Greece planned for the latter year and he wanted to compete in the chariot
race. Furthermore, since he considered himself an accomplished musician, he added raft of extra events including
lyre-playing, trumpeting, formalized heraldic contests, as well as acting and singing competitions. He won the race
using a ten horse chariot (four horsepower was the standard) even though he fell off the chariot midway – the other charioteers mysteriously stopped to check their horses hooves while Nero climbed back on and cruised past.
And in the artistic events he swept the board. But after Nero was assassinated in the following year the Olympic
organisers demanded that all the judges turn in their bribes to Olympia.
Ken Curwen, but mostly gleaned from Wikipedia.

Sponsors: The University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich City Council,
the Queensland Government and Microsoft.
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Humour
Funny political quotes (all American, unfortunately, nobody else does lists)
Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and campaign funds from the rich by promising to protect
each from the other.
- Oscar Ameringer
Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong
remedies.
- Groucho Marx
The major parties could conduct live human sacrifices on their podiums during prime time, and I doubt that anybody would notice.
- Dave Barry

My choice early in life was between whether to be a piano player in a whorehouse or a politician. And to tell the
truth, there’s hardly any difference.
- Harry S. Truman
How come all those righteous politicians who claim to be following the Big Guy Upstairs end up getting caught following the little guy downstairs?
- Steve Bhaerman (Swami Beyondananda)
“If I had two faces, would I be wearing this one?”
- Abraham Lincoln, on the accusation that he was two-faced. The Editor aped him for the last two years.

Further Information
SeniorNet Committee
The listing of the 2020-2021 committee can be found here.

Computer Repairs
A listing of repairers who our members have found satisfactory can be found here.
Disclaimer: While we have made every effort to give accurate information and tips in this Newsletter, we cannot
guarantee that their use will provide the desired results in all circumstances. In no event will the Editor or SeniorNet
be liable for direct, indirect, special, incidental or consequential damages arising out of the use of URLs and tips given in this newsletter. We recommend members verify details before acting on information or suggestions contained
herein. The Editor would appreciate being informed of any erroneous information so that it may be corrected.
Ken Curwen. Newsletter Editor.
Sponsors: The University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich City Council,
the Queensland Government and Microsoft.

