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Bonjour, 

What to say except to share with you our disappointment at hav-

ing to cancel, yet again, a SeniorNet general meeting. As well, the 

Management Committee has decided to extend the suspension 

of ALL SeniorNet activities (training and Coffee & Chat) until we 

can resume without these constant "stop-restarts".   

We have also brought forward our Management Committee 

Meeting from 6 September to 9 August at which we have invited 

all the trainers. The main item of business will be the future of 

our training program for the remainder of the year so it is critical 

that our volunteers who deliver the workshops take part in these 

discussions.  

SeniorNet members are unfortunately the most at risk of becom-

ing very unwell should they be infected by Covid-19. There is no 

doubt that we are all suffering from information overload regard-

ing the pandemic but I thought that COTA’s [Council on the Age-

ing] website provides an excellent one-stop shop for accessing 

information from various government agencies. Have a look here. 

We know this situation is very frustrating for all involved. We do 

have a duty-of-care to our trainers who volunteer their time and 

resources. It is our collective responsibility to give them a stable 

and safe environment to work in. The restrictions at The Boiler 

House (numbers limited) and the mask wearing make it impossi-

ble to plan a full month’s program. Again, we ask for your pa-

tience and understanding. 

Please get in touch with me should you have any questions and/

or concerns. I would be very happy to receive your feedback be-

fore our next ManCom meeting on 9 August. 

Salut, Paulette  

Social Events 

Lunches 

August - Racehorse Hotel 

Friday 20th @12. Seniors meals  $15 

September - Casa Mia (250 South Station Rd) 

 Friday 10th @12. Meals  $15 

Trips with Just Friends 
 Sunday  29th August - Glengallan 

Visit this historic homestead on the Darling 

Downs, and lunch at the Railway Hotel in Al-

lora; finish with a look around town. The all-

inclusive fare will be $50.  Pickup 8.20am 

Redbank Plaza Bus Station 

Sunday 27th September - Stradbroke 

Early start, 7.30am at Redbank Plaza Bus Sta-

tion, to catch ferry.  Visit the Gorge and lunch 

at the Bowls Club.  The all-inclusive fare will 

be $50.  
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NOTE: All Workshops are subject to change if Trainers are unavailable due to illness or other commitments.  If possible 

changes will be listed on the SeniorNet Web Site or you can contact John McVeigh–Training Coordinator – ph 07 3281 8548 – 

email training@seniornet.com.au to confirm workshops are as listed. It is not necessary to make bookings for Workshops. 

 Please bring your USB drive with you as it is helpful in many lessons. 

* For courses and workshops involving tablets (iPads and Androids) please make sure your device is charged, that you have 

your cable with you and bring your USQ username and password with you (for Eduroam access) 

SeniorNet Workshop Programme 
Boilerhouse Training Room, University of Southern Queensland, Ipswich 

Workshop Times   9-11am (the training facilities are booked until noon which allows us to extend  

our sessions until 11:30 if subject matter or participant interest requires it) 

As stated in the President’s Column overleaf these activities can only proceed once 

COVID restrictions are eased 

Activities for August and September will be provided in an early September issue of the 

Newsletter after the foreshadowed meetings on Monday 9th August 

mailto:training@seniornet.com.au?subject=Workshops
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Tech Talk 

About Windows 11 

In a recent newsletter I wrote that Microsoft had repeatedly stated that there would be no Windows 11 and that 

Windows 10 was the last version of Windows. On 24 June, Microsoft had a media launch to announce … Windows 

11! I guess if you make the product you can do as you wish. 

Windows 11 will officially be released at the end of the year. Preview versions are circulating and you can find nu-

merous videos on YouTube if you want to have a look. 

There will be a free upgrade process for existing computers (details still to be released) but it is important to note 

this will be a different beast to the Windows 7/8 to Windows 10 upgrade. The current hardware requirements for 

Windows 11 will preclude many older computers from being eligible for the upgrade. If you currently have a com-

puter which was originally running Windows 7 it is very unlikely it will be able to be upgraded. 

On the surface, this version looks much like Windows 10 with a bit of a cosmetic makeover. However there are 

some significant changes under the surface related to hardware requirements. One thought is that these changes 

prompted Microsoft to give it a new version number. 

The first of these hardware changes is the requirement for a newer CPU/processor. You can check the processor in 

your computer by going to Settings→System→About. You will need an eighth generation Intel processor or better 

(for i3, i5, i7 this model number starts with 8 or higher and for Pentium, 5 or higher); or a Ryzen second generation 

or better (Ryzen model number starts with 2 or higher). 

The other requirement is a form of hardware security called Trusted Platform Module (TPM). This is a module built 

into the motherboard or into the firmware of newer processors (hence the compatible models above).  

For these reasons, it is unlikely that any computer built prior to 2018 will be able to run Windows 11. The good 

news is Windows 10 will continue to be supported until October 2025 so there is no rush to do anything now. 

At this stage Windows 11 has not reached the final release version. It is still early days and there could well be 

changes to hardware requirements and compatibility prior to the final release. 

Phil Buchanan 

How to create a myGov account:  
1. Go to myGov website and select Create a MyGov account. 

2. Agree to terms of use:   Read the Terms of use. If you agree to the terms, select I agree. 

3. Enter an email address:  Enter your Email address, then select Next. Each myGov account must have a unique 

email address.  

4. Enter your mobile number: Enter your Mobile number, then select Next. If you do not have access to a mobile 

phone or mobile reception, select skip this step. 

5. Create password: Enter a Password and then Re-enter password. You can then select Next. Your password 

must have at least 7 characters and include at least one number. 

6. Create secret questions: Secret questions and answers help keep your account secure. You will be asked to you 

to create 3 questions and answers only you can answer. 

Use your myGov account: You have created a myGov account. myGov will let you know what your myGov 

username is and will email it to you. 

For more information click here    

http://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/online-help/create-mygov-account
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*When you sign into your account, a security code will be sent to your mobile phone to enter to complete the sign-

in process. 

Your COVID-19 digital vaccination certificate will be available for printing and or saving. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Jenny Greaves 

COVIDsafe App 

The Federal Government’s COVIDsafe app has received a lot of bad press - and for most contact tracing the 

Queensland Government Check In app is better.  However, the COVIsafe app was designed to assist contact tracing 

during a rampant epidemic, with thousands of cases daily, and to automate the 

process of contact tracing.  Fortunately this sort of scenario never occurred in Aus-

tralia. 

However, the app does have a very useful feature which has been so well hidden 

that  it took me a year to find it.  After loading it you will see the screen as at right.  

It has a menu, cunningly hidden at the BOTTOM of the screen.  If you tap on Re-

strictions (circled) you get to a further page of restrictions, as shown in truncated 

form below.  Choose your state, then tap Select Activity to get a pop-up list of eve-

rything you might possibly be planning.  A detailed summary of what you can and 

cannot do will then be shown. 

It is always up-to-date (which in my experience the State Government health de-

partment is not) and what you can do is explained in simple language that even I 

can understand, as against the complex regulatory text that you will find on the 

aforesaid site. 

Ken Curwen 
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Humour 

Looking for a black cat 

The analogy can be described like this: 

• Philosophy is like being in a dark room and looking for a black cat. 

• Metaphysics is like being in a dark room and looking for a black cat that isn't there. 

• Theology is like being in a dark room and looking for a black cat that isn't there, and shouting "I found it!" 

• Science is like being in a dark room looking for a black cat while using a flashlight. 

• Social Science is like being in a dark room suspecting from the beginning that there is a black cat some-

where and emerging from the room with scratches on the forearm as vindication. 

It can also be applied to other bodies of knowledge or learning, for example by Ernest Gellner to Marxism. 

Potty Present 

Not all potty stories are in the past.  The following one is currently ongoing. 

I Ain’t Dead Yet 

Jeanne Pouchain’s story is extraordinary; a judge ruled that she was dead without any evidence, such as a death 

certificate, and the bureaucratic French administrative system can find no way to reverse the decision.  

This story started in 2000 when her cleaning company lost a contract.  In accord with French employment law her 

employees were transferred to the new contractor; Jeanne used her solicitor to handle the process.  However, four 

months later an employee (identified here as H) claimed payment for work performed after the transfer had gone 

through.  In 2004 an industrial tribunal ruled that the transfer had been properly performed and Jeanne’s company 

was liable for €14,000; but this ruling was later overthrown. 

In 2009 H’s solicitor, Pascal Revel, tried to claim the money against Jeanne in person, but that was once more 

thrown out. The solicitor’s next move was to return to court claiming that Jeanne was dead – thus transferring the 

debt to her estate and making it possible to pursue the claim without Jeanne being able to testify.  Without making 

any checks the judge, as stated earlier, ruled that she was indeed dead. 

The first Jeanne knew about this development was in 2015 when she could not get her passport renewed; her 

Medicare card was rejected when she went to her doctor; and her bank account was closed.  Her bank manager 

agreed, yes, she was indeed alive but because she was officially dead he could not change the state of affairs.  

Since her ID had been cancelled she could not leave home during COVID lockdown without risking being fined 

(though the French state might have found it hard to collect the fine from a dead citizen).  She also cannot get a 

COVID vaccination (but eventually found a doctor who would administer it for €150.  As she remarked, “I would 

not like to die of COVID before my resurrection to life”. 

When enquiries were made at the registry the reply was that Jeanne is not on the list of dead people, but neither is 

she on the list of living people.  The ultimate Catch 22! 

Ken Curwen, with considerable reference to Wikipedia 
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If there is one 

George Bernard Shaw sent Winston Churchill a couple of seats for the opening night of one of his plays 

Shaw enclosed a little note with the tickets. It read, “Here are two tickets for the opening of my new play. Keep one 

for yourself and bring along a friend—if you can find one.” 

Churchill returned the tickets with a nice little note, too. 

“I’m sorry that a previous engagement precludes my attending your opening night.” he said. “I shall be happy to 

come for the second night—if there is one.” 

Cartoons 

These cartoons were ‘borrowed’ from the weekly Ipswich News Today, which I have subscribed to for Thursday de-

livery, mainly for the TV Guide insert.  However, I have noticed that the quality of the newspaper has increased im-

mensely over the  few months it has been running, and now includes cartoons and brain games. 

 

Disclaimer: While we have made every effort to give accurate information and tips in this Newsletter, we cannot 

guarantee that their use will provide the desired results in all circumstances. In no event will the Editor or SeniorNet 

be liable for direct, indirect, special, incidental or consequential damages arising out of the use of URLs and tips giv-

en in this newsletter. We recommend  members verify details before acting on information or suggestions contained 

herein. The Editor would appreciate being informed of any erroneous information so that it may be corrected.  

Ken Curwen. Newsletter Editor.   

Further Information 

SeniorNet Committee 

The listing of the 2020-2021 committee can be found here. 

Computer Repairs 

A listing of repairers who our members have found satisfactory can be found here. 

http://www.seniornet.com.au/Contact/Committee2021.jpg
http://www.seniornet.com.au/FAQ/ComputerRepairers.html

