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SeniorNet Association Inc. 

I hope that you are all safe and well as we 

negotiate our way out of the 2020 mess.   

As you know, the members who currently 

hold the positions of President, Vice Pres-

ident, Secretary and Treasurer will not be 

renominating for those positions.    

Whilst no person is irreplaceable, Management Committee positions 

are vital to the future of SeniorNet and must be filled.   If these four 

positions cannot be filled, SeniorNet could be forced to be wound up.  

We have 137 members; we need at least four to consider nominating 

for positions on the Management Committee.  I know that there are 

numerous reasons why some of us cannot or will not nominate, and 

everyone’s decisions are respected, but if you or someone you know 

might be interested in nominating, please speak with a Committee 

Member.  Our contact details are on our web page. 

Just a reminder that a special General Meeting has been called for Mon-

day 3rd August at 11am at the Northern Suburbs Leagues Club, 29 Peli-

can Street, North Ipswich, we will observe all Covid-19 safety protocols. 

There is adequate parking and easy access to the venue.   

An official notice was sent regarding the August Special General 

Meeting.   

Please remember to reply to Barbara, barbzee@bigpond.com or 0424 

031 045. for Covid-19 compliance and catering purposes if you intend 

attending.   

If we do not get a sufficient number of members committing to attend 

by 27th July, we will have no alternative but to cancel this meeting.   

Lunch will be provided by SeniorNet. 

Greg Elmore 

President’s View 

Social Events 

Lunches 
Contact Barbara (see opposite) to attend 

August - Café 63 (Riverlink) 

Meet on Friday 21st August at 12.  Meals 

from $9 

September -  Racehorse Hotel 

Meet on Friday 18th September at 12. 

Seniors meals $15.  

Trips with Just Friends 
Contact Ken ph 33892950 to join us  

Sunday 30th August - Pittsworth 

Travel out across the new Second Range 

Crossing and tour the Pioneer Museum 

then lunch at the Hotel (seniors’ meals 

$15).  Cost $50 including museum entry.  

Pickup times 8.20am at Redbank Plaza 

bus station. 

Sunday 27th September -  

Cabarlah Markets  

The markets are to the north of Too-

woomba and we will go on to lunch at 

the Grand Old Crow Hotel in Crows Nest.  

Cost including lunch $50.  Pickup 8.20am 

at Redbank Plaza bus station   
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Tech Talk 

Another tale of End-of-Life 
Adobe Flash was once the go-to technology for interactive websites. It was used for videos, interactive text and 

games. However due to security concerns and newer technology (like HTML5) it has largely become irrelevant. 

Adobe has announced that they will be retiring Adobe Flash at the end of 2020. After that time it will no longer be 

available for download and the program itself will no longer work. Any Adobe Flash elements on websites after 31 

December 2020 will stop working. 

For most people this change is going to mean very little. Most websites stopped using Adobe Flash long ago. Mod-

ern web browsers have Adobe Flash disabled and if you go to a website requiring it, you will get a message asking 

you to manually enable it.  

If you do visit a website regularly which uses Adobe Flash (perhaps for games), the owners of that website will need 

to modify their website or it will stop working after December. If they choose not to modify their website, you will 

need to find an alternative. 

To check if you have Adobe Flash Player installed, go to Settings→Apps and look down the list under Apps & fea-

tures. There is no real need to uninstall at the moment (unless you know you never use it) and since it will stop 

working after 31 December anyway, it can be left alone. If you want to uninstall, you can click on the name and 

then click the Uninstall button.  

Microsoft Nags about ‘Getting More Out of Windows’ 
Have had reports from people concerned about a screen which pops-up in Windows 10 encouraging people to ‘Get 

even more out of Windows’. They have been concerned about whether it is a virus or whether their Windows 10 

has been reset (since you only normally see this when first installing). The screen looks like this: 

This is another attempt by Microsoft to get you to use a Microsoft account (if you don’t already have one). I have 

written before that Microsoft really, really, really want you to have a Microsoft account and this is another attempt 

to get you to ‘sign up’. The nag screen is also an attempt by Microsoft to push you toward using other tools and 

services it offers.  

To get rid of the screen, click Skip for now in the lower left corner. 

To put a more permanent stop to such ‘nags’ from Microsoft go to Settings→System→Notifications & actions and 

turn off everything and remove the ticks from the check boxes. If you do not want to stop all notifications, remove 

the ticks from 

• Show me the Windows welcome experience after updates and occasionally when I sign in to highlight 

what’s new and suggested; 

• Get tips, tricks and suggestions as you use Windows; and  

• Suggest ways I can finish up setting up my device to get the most out of Windows (depending on your ver-

sion of Windows 10 you may not have this last one) 

Turning off the first two (and the third if you have it) should stop these nag screens from Microsoft – but this is no 

guarantee since Microsoft can be quite insistent. If it does pop up in future, just look for the ‘skip’ option. 
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Do you care about your information? 
Over the last few weeks, I have seen a spike of hard drive problems. I am not sure whether this is due to the gen-

eral age of the computers, cold weather or if everybody is using their computers more because they cannot go out. 

In each case, not one of those clients has had a backup of their data. Not one! I am becoming convinced that no-

body cares about the information they store on their computer. And if you don’t care about your information, why 

should anybody else? 

For some reason the term ‘backup’ seems to cause confusion in people. Would it make it easier to understand if it 

were simply called ‘copy’? That is all a backup is – a copy of your important information. To be effective, the copy 

should not be stored on your computer – in the same way there is not much point keeping a photocopy of an im-

portant document in the same file drawer. 

The most cost-effective storage for your copy is an external hard drive. A 1Tb (1000Gb) external drive, which 

should be adequate for most people, can be purchased from around $70. If you consider that expensive, then con-

sider what the information stored on your computer is worth to you. Or consider this: if your hard drive completely 

fails, data recovery (if it can be recovered at all) starts at around $550 and very rapidly goes much higher depend-

ing on complexity. 

Creating the backup or copy can be accomplished in several ways. You can manually copy information from your 

computer to the external drive (‘drag and drop’ or copy and paste); you can use a dedicated backup program (there 

are both commercial and free programs) or use tools already built-in to Windows 10. If you really do not know how 

to begin, then seek advice and assistance. 

In each of these recent cases, the drives had not completely failed and I was able to recover the user information 

relatively easily but the outcome is not always as good. If you are unfortunate to have hard drive problems, make 

sure you have someone competent look at it. Messing with a failing hard drive can easily tip it over the edge and 

then you are looking at expensive data recovery services. 

Phil Buchanan 

A Confession 
The Editor was one of those whose computer died – although it was not a hard disk failure – and Phil had to recov-

er my data.  In my defence I do practice backing up, using a routine of my own to preserve each batch of work as I 

complete it.  Unfortunately my computer’s death coincided with the publication of the March newsletter and that 

backup did not complete.  Phil extracted the Newsletter and membership list from my (intact) hard drive. 

I would have been far better off using Windows File History, as that backs up every time you close a file, so even 

the most recent material would have been on my backup drive.  The settings for File History are as follows (you will 

need an external drive plugged into a USB slot – costs about $70 from Officeworks or Harvey Norman) 

• Install the drive and identify its drive letter (optionally, right click on it and choose Rename, then call it 

‘Backup’).  This drive should be left in place thereafter. 

• Click on the Windows button (extreme left of Taskbar) and click on the Settings icon (gearwheel) 

• Click on Update & Security, then choose Backup in the left-hand column 

• Click on File History to turn it on – Windows will ask you to add a drive (+) 

• Choose More Options: make it backup ‘Daily’ (rather than the default of hourly) and preserve files ‘Until 

Space is Needed’ – it can then delete the oldest versions of a given file 

• If you wish to, below this, you can decide which file folders you may not wish to back up, or add a folder 

that Windows did not consider. 

Note that you can scroll to the bottom of the screen to find the facility to change to a different drive 

There is a video on using File History as well as other backup techniques in Phil Buchanan’s Discovering… series of 

videos found here (the eighth from the end). 

Ken Curwen 

https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21ALaWzc%5Ft5GHXm60&id=837E5857D30E9176%2117096&cid=837E5857D30E9176
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The Mongols Return to Europe 

As mentioned in the last History, on the death of Genghis Khan his son Ogedei inherited the empire – and retitled 

himself Kaghan (supreme ruler).  Some say that Ogedei was the real founder of the empire in that he realigned it 

from a tribal federation to a functioning state.  He appointed Genghis’s Khitan advisor, Chucai, to run the state. The 

Mongol leaders’ view of the inhabitants of northern China was that they should be slaughtered and their lands con-

verted to pasture for the nomad cattle and horses.  Chucai argued that, properly handled, the peasants could make 

the land highly profitable.  He reorganised the lands beyond even the Chinese emperor’s models and in 1231 his 

first tax collection was 10,000 ingots of silver (about $600 million in today’s money). 

This provided Ogedei with the resources to wage war not only in China but also in the west, which Joshi’s sons Batu 

and Orda inherited but had not yet conquered.  So in 1237, nearly fifteen years after the previous raid, the Mongols 

returned in force to Russia, with their great general Subedei leading. 

In short order the successive major cities of Russia fell to the Mongols and Novgorod was under threat.  However, 

with the spring thaw, the land around Novgorod turned into a bog so the attack was called off.  In 1240 they cap-

tured and sacked the then Russian capital of Kiev; the Russian aristocracy fled to Moscow, which thus gained the 

pre-eminence it now has. 

So now the war rolled on to Poland and Hungary.  Liegnitz was the first major battle – Duke Henry of Poland 

brought 100,000 men (many being knights) against a numerically smaller Mongol army; but the classic Mongol 

strategy of retreat followed by ambush won the day.  Duke Henry, fleeing, fell from his horse and was slain.  King 

Wenceslaus, who was supposed to be backing the Duke and was still a day’s march away, did a smart U turn and 

retreated to the Carpathian Mountains. 

Meanwhile Subedei led a three pronged assault on Hungary. The armies met at the then capital Estergom, but real-

ised they were heavily outnumbered.  So they followed their usual plan and retreated for six days to the Tokay ar-

ea, followed by the Hungarian army. The Hungarians formed a wagon circle (just like the American settlers did 

against Native Americans) on the other side of the Sajo River and the Mongols saw their chance.  Overnight two 

Mongol columns crossed the river against strong Hungarian resistance (which was overcome using catapulted 

bombs) and surrounded the wagon circle, pounding it with rocks and incendiary bombs for the whole morning.  

Noticing a gap in the Mongol encirclement the demoralised Hungarian army fled though it, only to be cut down one 

by one. 

The Mongol army then raided further – through Croatia and to the outskirts of Vienna. There was not force capable 

of resisting them, but Subetei and Batu decided to abandon the raid.  Europe was not suited to their nomadic way 

of life, and too muddy for their fast-moving campaigning style.  Also, within a month came news that Ogedei Ka-

ghan had died (of excessive drinking) and the leaders wanted to be back in Mongolia for the succession conference. 

If the invasion had not been called off the rest of Europe would have fallen and become subservient to China, ra-

ther than forging its own independent path. 

Batu and Orda later returned to Russia; their Golden Horde ruled for the next hundred years.  The Horde at its 

greatest extended to the Danube in the west and into the borders of China in the East.  It also exacted tribute from 

every state in Eastern Europe and from the Byzantine Empire. 

Europe improved its defences against the sort of attacks the Mongols used by building a network of castles at every 

strategic location – castles are far easier to defend than walled cities, as a small garrison can defend them and have 

stockpiles of food to survive a siege; while the invaders cannot bypass them without risking the cutting of their sup-

ply lines. This is why you will find such a magnificent array of old castles on a European holiday. 

Potty History  
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Humour 

Glorious Insults 

A list of examples of how to insult people without actually being rude by the use of wit 

Benjamin Disraeli 

A member of Parliament to Disraeli:   "Sir, you will either die on the gallows or of some unspeakable disease.”  

"That depends, Sir, "   said Disraeli,   "whether I embrace your policies or your mistress." 

“Yes, I am a Jew, and when the ancestors of the right honourable gentleman were brutal savages in an unknown 

island, mine were priests in the temple of Solomon” Disraeli responding to an insult in parliament 

Winston Churchill 

"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire"- Winston Churchill 

"I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend, if you have one." -George Bernard Shaw 

to Winston Churchill 

"Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second... if there is one." -Winston Churchill, in response 

"Americans will always try to do the right thing-- after they've tried everything else." 

A typical triumph of modern science to find the only part of Randolph that was not malignant and remove it." Eve-

lyn Waugh, after hearing that doctors had removed a benign brain tumour from Randolph Churchill junior. 

Oscar Wilde 

“An excellent man: he has no enemies, and none of his friends like him” – Oscar Wilde on George Bernard Shaw 

"Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go." -Oscar Wilde 

Mark Twain 

"I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it." - attributed to Mark Twain 

"Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without any address on it?" -Mark Twain to a critic 

Groucho Marx 

"I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But I'm afraid this wasn't it." -Groucho Marx 

Groucho Marx: "He may look like an idiot and talk like an idiot, but don't let that fool you-- he really is an idiot."  

 Our first Post-Lockdown “Meet and Chat”  
An enjoyable morning for the members who gathered at Northern Suburbs Leagues Club on Monday 20th July.  

A great venue with plenty of space and very convenient parking.  
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"He has delusions of adequacy   ."  - said of Walter Kerr 

"I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure." -Clarence Darrow 

"He has never been known to use a word that might send a reader to the dictionary." -William Faulkner (about Ern-

est Hemingway) 

Ernest Hemingway in response: "Poor Faulkner. He thinks big emotions come from big words." 

"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it." -Moses Hadas 

"I feel so miserable without you; it's almost like having you here." -Stephen Bishop 

"He is a self-made man and worships his creator." -John Bright on Disraeli 

"I've just learned about his illness. Let's hope it's nothing trivial." -Irvin S. Cobb 

"He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others." -Samuel Foote on a Law Lord 

"He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to run up." - Paul Keating on John Howard 

"In order to avoid being called a flirt, she always yielded easily." -Charles, Count Talleyrand 

"He loves nature in spite of what it did to him." -Forrest Tucker 

"His mother should have thrown him away and kept the stork." -Mae West 

"He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts. for support rather than illumination." -Andrew Lang (1844-

1912) 

"He has Van Gogh's ear for music." -Billy Wilder 

Albert Einstein: "Only two things are infinite-- the universe and human stupidity, and I'm not so sure about the for-

mer." 

Beethoven: "I like your opera. I think I will set it to music." 

Dorothy Parker, after a drunk man commented "I can't bear fools": "Apparently your mother could." 

Dorothy Parker: "The woman speaks eighteen languages and can't say 'no' in any of them." 

Christopher Hitchens: "If you gave Jerry Falwell an enema, you could bury him in a matchbox." 

(On a performance) What do you think of the singer's execution? Calvin Coolidge: I'm all for it. 

 

Disclaimer: While we have made every effort to give accurate information and tips in this Newsletter, we cannot 

guarantee that their use will provide the desired results in all circumstances. In no event will the Editor or SeniorNet 

be liable for direct, indirect, special, incidental or consequential damages arising out of the use of URLs and tips giv-

en in this newsletter. We recommend  members verify details before acting on information or suggestions contained 

herein. The Editor would appreciate being informed of any erroneous information so that it may be corrected.  

Ken Curwen. Newsletter Editor.   

Further Information 

SeniorNet Committee 

The listing of the 2018-2019 committee can be found here. 

Computer Repairs 

A listing of repairers who our members have found satisfactory can be found here. 

http://www.seniornet.com.au/Contact/SeniorNet%20Committee%202018.pdf
http://www.seniornet.com.au/FAQ/ComputerRepairers.html

